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The Liturgical Seasons Lead us to Spiritual Growth 
   The Liturgical Year focuses on the three theological ideas 
that form the heart of Christians: divine light, life and love. 
They constitute the gradual enfolding of what we mean by 
grace, God sharing His nature with us. We have the 
Advent wreath and light one candle each week. The light 
of Christ develops gradually in our lives. Through our living 
contact with Christ, we become icons of Christ, that is the 
manifestation of the gospel in daily life. Christmas is the 
revelation of the eternal Word made flesh. It takes time to 
penetrate all that this actually involves. The most we can 
do is gasp in wonderment and rejoice with the angels and 
the shepherds who first experienced it. We sit with Mary, 
at age fourteen or fifteen, she had set up a plan for her life 
that she believed was God’s will. The Angel Gabriel comes 
along and says, “God is asking you to be the mother of the 
Messiah.” She had believed that he wanted her to be a 
virgin. Now He is asking her to be a mother. She is not 
saying no, in bewilderment she is asking how this can be 
done. The angel explains, “The Holy Spirit will overshadow 
you.” She gives her consent because she is aware that God 
is creating something unheard of in human experience: a 
Virgin Mother. The angel assures her, “Nothing is 
impossible with God.”  
   Sit with this for a while, put yourself in Mary’s situation. 
Would you be able to respond with deep trust? Advent is 
an opportunity to develop a deeper relationship with 
divine reality beginning with God. As we celebrate the 
renewed coming of divine light, we receive 
encouragement to open to God’s coming in any way that 
he may choose. This is the disposition that opens us 
completely to the light. Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth 
who is pregnant with John. The baby leapt for Joy in 
Elizabeth’s womb, he was sanctified by Mary’s simple 
greeting. God’s greatest works take place without our 
doing anything spectacular. If you spread love everywhere 
you go, that love will come back to you. When the love of 
Christ is our principal motivation, ordinary actions 
transmit divine love. Divine light, life and love cut through 
all darkness. “Shout with joy to God all the earth.” Ps. 66     
The light of Christmas is an explosion of insight deepening 
our relationship with God. Christmas blessings to all! 

Sr Mary Ann Capizzo osf, spiritual assistant 

This New Day 

Francis the Journey and the Dream by Murray 

Bodo 

    This New Day.  This song for beginning again.  This 

harmony within me.  This weightlessness I feel.  

Francis still caught glimpses from time to time of that 

first release, that beginning-anew feeling that filled his 

whole being the day he kissed the leper.  The pent-up 

frustrations of his whole youth, the self-pity, the 

agonizing self-doubt and questioning, the moodiness of 

his illness—all rushed out of his heart as if a great dam 

had broken; and the backed-up, brackish waters of a 

lifetime streamed outdoors to be soaked up by the soil 

and forgotten forever. 

    That kiss, that reaching out of the lips directed his 

heart for the first time toward someone worth loving 

other than himself.  He began that day to breathe out 

more than to breathe in, to turn outward rather than 

inward, to do rather than think about doing.  He had 

finally found the courage to leap across that deep 

chasm that separated him from the other, from loving 

what he feared would demand more of him than he 

could give. 

    In keeping his eyes on the leper, in thinking only of 

this person before him, he forgot himself, he forgot the 

chasm beneath him, and he ran straight across the void 

into the arms of love and happiness.  And all his life he 

struggled to preserve that original insight into love and 

to act it out daily.  Love was looking into the eyes of 

the other and forgetting that no one can walk in a void; 

you start boldly across, your arms outstretched to give 

yourself and to receive of the other. 

    In his last words to his brothers, his Testament, he 

said: “When I was in sin, it appeared too bitter to me to 

see lepers; and the Lord himself led me among them, 

and that which seemed bitter to me was changed for me 

into sweetness of soul and body.”  It was all there in 

those words: the walk to the leper was the Journey, 

what happened to you then was the Dream come true. 

How is your Franciscan Journey doing this Advent 

Season? 

Janice Rybaski ofs minister 
 

A Merry And Blessed Christmas To All Of You! 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting, St. Otto’s Hearthside Room-

Nov. 13, 2018- 5PM 

Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Sue Zenzen, 

Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt and Sister Mary Ann 

Capizzo.  Minister Jan opened the meeting with prayers from The 

Ritual.  Sister Mary Ann read from “Jesus Calling”.  Janet Berendt 

requested the purchase of birthday cards for our members in 

2019.  Granted.  December 11 will be our annual pot luck and Christmas 

party at 5 PM.  No Council meeting scheduled.  Everyone may bring 

cookies to share and package for delivery to our inactive or shut-in 

members, EEI, Nouis Place and St. Otto’s staff. 

We will also bring prizes for the dice game.   

Patty will have cards for all to sign for our inactive or shut-ins. Jan led 

prayers from The Ritual as we closed the meeting at 5:40 PM. 

Gathering in St. Otto’s Hearthside Room at 6 PM. 

Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Char Van 

Risseghem, Sue Zenzen, Sr. Mary Ann Capizzo, Pam Geyer, David 

Czech, Elvira Stumpf, Patty Commerford and Rita Vosen. 

Jan opened the meeting with prayers from The Ritual at 6:30 PM 

following our bag lunch. 

Sr. Mary Ann read the intentions of Pope Francis speaking to the 

youth.  Prayers were requested for Sr. Mary Ann’s brother who 

recently passed away.  Also for Sr. Maurita’s sister, Joan. 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved as printed in 

The Herald.  Char read the Treasurer’s report:   

Beginning balance 10-10-2018:                   $1,610.6 

Receipts:  Common fund     $104.00 

                   India family            7.00 

                    Interest                     .06  

Total                                         $111.06       $1,721.70 

Disbursements: 

Char VanRisseghem              $74.35 

Jan Rybaski                          $120.63                               

Total                          $195.98 

Ending balance 11-13-18:                          $1,525.72 

A motion was made by Sue Zenzen to increase the stipend to Sr. 

Mary Ann from $10 to $20 per month. Seconded by Char 

VanRisseghem.  Rita Vosen led the Liturgy of the Hours.  Gospel 

readings from Sunday, Nov.18 were read and discussed.  Kathy 

Hoffman Tax led ongoing formation from the FUN Manual, 

Understanding Franciscan Theology, Tradition and Spirituality. 

Meeting closed at 8:10 PM with prayers from The Ritual and 

Prayer of St. Francis. 

Janet Berendt, ofs, secretary 

  

  

 

Calendar of Events 
December 2018 
2nd-First Sunday of Advent 
8th-Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
profession anniversary-Pam Geyer & Kathy Hoffman 
Tax 
11th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 5PM-potluck 

12th-Our Lady of Guadalupe 
13th-St Lucy 
14th-St John of the Cross 
25th-The Nativity of the Lord 
26th-St Stephen 
27th-St John 
28th-The Holy Innocents 
30th-The Feast of the Holy Family 
January 2019 
1st-Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
3rd-The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
6th-Epiphany 
8th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Kathy Hoffman Tax 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
13th-The Baptism of the Lord 
18th-birthday-Elvira Stumpf 
22nd-Day of Prayer of the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children 
25th-The Conversion of St Paul the Apostle 
26th-Sts Timothy & Titus 
28th-St Thomas Aquinas 
31st-St John Bosco 

Saints Timothy and Titus’ Story  What we know from the New Testament of Timothy’s life makes it sound like that of a modern harried bishop. 

He had the honor of being a fellow apostle with Paul, both sharing the privilege of preaching the gospel and suffering for it.  Timothy had a Greek 

father and a Jewish mother named Eunice. Being the product of a “mixed” marriage, he was considered illegitimate by the Jews. It was his 

grandmother, Lois, who first became Christian. Timothy was a convert of Paul around the year 47 and later joined him in his apostolic work. He was 

with Paul at the founding of the Church in Corinth. During the 15 years he worked with Paul, he became one of his most faithful and trusted friends. 

He was sent on difficult missions by Paul—often in the face of great disturbance in local churches which Paul had founded.  Timothy was with Paul 

in Rome during the latter’s house arrest. At some period Timothy himself was in prison (Hebrews 13:23). Paul installed him as his representative at 

the Church of Ephesus.  Timothy was comparatively young for the work he was doing. Several references seem to indicate that he was timid. And 

one of Paul’s most frequently quoted lines was addressed to him: “Stop drinking only water, but have a little wine for the sake of your stomach and 

your frequent illnesses” (1 Timothy 5:23). 

   Titus has the distinction of being a close friend and disciple of Paul as well as a fellow missionary. He was Greek, apparently from Antioch. Even 

though Titus was a Gentile, Paul would not let him be forced to undergo circumcision at Jerusalem. Titus is seen as a peacemaker, administrator, 

great friend. Paul’s second letter to Corinth affords an insight into the depth of his friendship with Titus, and the great fellowship they had in 

preaching the gospel.  When Paul was having trouble with the community at Corinth, Titus was the bearer of Paul’s severe letter and was successful 

in smoothing things out. Paul writes he was strengthened not only by the arrival of Titus but also “by the encouragement with which he was 

encouraged in regard to you, as he told us of your yearning, your lament, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced even more…. And his heart goes out to 

you all the more, as he remembers the obedience of all of you, when you received him with fear and trembling” (2 Corinthians 7:7a, 15). 

 

John Bosco, popularly known as Don Bosco, was 
an Italian Roman Catholic priest, educator and 
writer of the 19th century. While working in 
Turin, where the population suffered many of the 
effects of industrialization and urbanization, he 
dedicated his life to the betterment and 
education of street children, juvenile delinquents, 
and other disadvantaged youth. He developed 
teaching methods based on love rather than 
punishment, a method that became known as the 
Salesian Preventive System. He died on January 
31, 1888. 


